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NO PROVINCIAL PLAN, NO PROGRESS: 
PROTECT THE TB RESPONSE



WHERE’S THE PLAN?

Money can’t save lives if there’s no plan for how it’s spent.

❑ Chronic underfunding and grant withdrawals threaten to reverse 20 years of TB 
progress.

❑ We welcome Parliament’s allocation through the Special Appropriations Bill.  

❑But provinces have not presented detailed plans showing how this funding 
supports TB, HIV or community health systems.
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PROVINCIAL FINANCES UNDER STRAIN
❑Provinces carry over R22 billion in accruals and all 

report major shortfalls.

❑The Special Appropriations Bill requires monthly 
reporting to Treasury yet none to Parliament or the 
public.

❑Treasury’s new ‘Targeted and Responsible Savings 
(TARS)’ framework compels provinces to cut or 
reprioritise low-performing programmes — risking 
further erosion of frontline services.

❑Health budgets risk being absorbed into existing 
deficits rather than protecting HIV, TB, and community 
systems.

❑Rural and TB-affected districts are the first to lose 
capacity as austerity deepens.
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*Source: National Department of Health 



THE TB RECOVERY PLAN IS STILL UNDERFUNDED 

❑ The End TB Campaign within the TB Recovery Plan aims to test 5 million people by 
2026 but current allocations only cover 3 million.

❑ Provinces have not detailed how testing, diagnosis, and care linkage will be scaled 
up or integrated into the district health platform.

❑ Provinces have sustainability plans. But without reporting back its unclear how 
these provincial plans will protect TB recovery efforts
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ACCOUNTABILITY BEGINS WITH TRANSPARENCY

❑ The Special Appropriations Committee must call provinces to present detailed health 
financing and implementation plans to Parliament and make them public.

❑ Require quarterly provincial reporting to the Standing Committees on Health and 
Appropriations - not just to Treasury’s internal forums.

❑ Convene a joint sitting on Finance, Health and Appropriations to ensure the health 
funding crisis is treated as a matter of national urgency.

❑ Reinforce that efficiency gains cannot come at the cost of human lives.
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KEEP THE PROMISE - PROTECT THE TB RESPONSE

• The Special Appropriations Bill is welcome, but clarity and transparency are still 
missing.

• Without visibility on spending, TB, HIV, and community systems will continue to 
deteriorate, even as NHI reforms advance.

• TBAC stand ready to support evidence-based provincial accountability but 
oversight must start here - in Parliament.

Provinces must not fail the people they serve! Parliament must not look away ! 
56,000 preventable deaths each year - accountability saves lives.
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